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voters, a provision not included in the law governing the October elec-
tion yet not expressly repealed. Now the proslavery leaders bethought
themselves to get an opinion from Cato stating that only taxpayers
could vote, and he responded as desired. As no free-state people had
ever paid any taxes, the purport of this opinion was to prevent any votes
from that party.3
Walker felt the tenseness of this situation, and he took steps to relieve
it. Again he secured a delay in removing the troops, once more required
for the Utah expedition. He made it plain to Buchanan that with Jim
Lane's militia in the territory he must have federal troops, at least until
after the October election. Also he reported Judge Cato's opinion to
Attorney General Black and asked that it be speedily overruled.4
Black replied in short order as requested,5 and Walker immediately
issued a proclamation, September 16. This document informed the citi-
zens that all bona fide male residents could vote, regardless of taxpaying.
The Governor also ordered the free-state militia in effect to stay away
from the polls and condemned the persistence of the citizens of Law-
rence in continuing to operate their "revolutionary" town government.
These latter items were included to make his interest seem impartial.
In the meantime he was doing his best to help Epaphroditus Ransom,
running for delegate, and the Democratic legislative ticket.6
Election day itself passed off without event. The soldiers kept the
peace at polls where danger was expected, and it was reported that the
troops at Fort Leavenworth had the Governor's permission to vote. The
returns came in slowly and with mixed results. However, it was quickly
apparent that the Republican candidate, Marcus J. Parrott, recently a
national Democrat, had defeated Ransom for delegate to Congress,
while on the other hand it seemed that the legislature might be Demo-
cratic. Walker reported to Cass and Buchanan, October 10, that, in his
opinion, a Republican delegate and a Democratic legislature had been
elected. He reiterated his view that the reassembling convention would
submit the constitution to the voters. Probably he was more disquieted
by news from the East. Financial panic was abroad which might ruin
him. He asked for a leave of absence.7
Having made his report and his request, he began to canvass the re-